
 

  

Academy Travel Term 3 2018 Newsletter 

The latest from Academy Travel 

After months of hard work, we are very excited to launch our brand 

new website! There are now dedicated portals for tour planning, 

professional development, family member information and a login to 

“My Tour.” Details on page 2. 

Want to expand your knowledge of the Cities of Vesuvius Ancient 

History unit? Find out how to spend quality time with academic expert 

Dr Estelle Lazer on page 3. 

We also have a range of NESA accredited teacher professional 

development tours on offer in 2019, including English, Music and 

Drama. Check out the calendar of tours on page 4. 

And as always, if you want to discuss your requirements for an 

upcoming study tour in any subject area, please get in touch!  

Until next term, 

The Academy Travel Schools Team 

 

Happy travels to the groups heading on 

tour in the September/October holidays! 

Ancient History Teacher Professional 

Development Tour to Greece 

Drama Teacher Professional Development 

Tour to Japan 

Mackellar Girls Campus History Tour to 

Germany and Italy 

St Andrew’s Cathedral School History 

Tour to Russia, Germany and Italy 

St Paul’s Catholic College Teacher 

Pilgrimage to Portugal 

St Ursula’s College Literature Tour of the 

UK 

Willoughby Girls High School History Tour 

to Germany and Italy 

 

 

Berlin’s Eastside Gallery  



  

 

Brand new website now launched!  www.academytravelschools.com.au 

We are very excited to announce the launch of our new and improved School and University Program website! The 

new site has a new format, with targeted information to assist teachers in the tour planning process and to help 

students and family members make informed decisions.  

Tour planning made easy! 

For teachers interested in planning a school tour, the new site offers a range of resources, ideas, a planning timeline 

and a host of frequently asked questions. Browse through our suggested itineraries across an array of learning areas 

to use as inspiration for your own customised study tour. 

Professional development tours 

Teachers can also peruse our selection of NESA accredited professional development tours and download the 

detailed itineraries with booking forms. 

Information for students and family members 

We have also created a section of the website dedicated to students and their families who want to know a little 

more about our company and the tour experience. This can reassure family members that we know what we are 

doing and have important issues, such as safety and security, well in hand. 

“My Tour” 

The new website also offers a login section for both teachers and families members to access information specific to 

their tour. This will be set up for every tour prior to the information session and contains a copy of the Academy 

Travel presentation, itinerary flyer and booking form. Once the tour is confirmed, we will also include relevant travel 

and payment information.  

Teachers booked on our PD tours will also have a “My Tour” login that provides tour information and any additional 

teaching resources relevant to the program. 

Welcome back Grace! 

We are delighted that Grace McLean has now re-joined Academy Travel and is the General  
Manager of our new office in London. Many of you will know Grace from her decade in our  
Sydney office, where she headed up the School and University team for a number of years.  
Grace is now managing accommodation, transport and activity bookings for our groups travelling  
to the UK, providing us with valuable local and up-to-date knowledge. The UK is a fantastic  
destination for school groups, and Grace’s presence in London ensures that our travellers will  
have great service when planning and on tour. Contact us for more details on a variety  
of UK options for history, drama, English, visual art, STEM and more! 

http://www.academytravelschools.com.au/


 

  

Explore the Cities of Vesuvius with our experts 

Learn directly from Australian archaeologist Dr Estelle Lazer 

Every Ancient History teacher is familiar with the work of Dr 

Estelle Lazer, and many would have had the privilege to attend 

one of her lectures. Dr Lazer has been working in Pompeii for over 

30 years, from her early days sorting through piles of bones in the 

Sarno Baths to her most recent work with the casts as part of the 

Great Pompeii Project. 

Her current, ongoing work is using CT scanning to find out not only 

what we can learn about the victims, but also what we can learn 

about the history of archaeology over time. This covers the key 

syllabus dot point of new research and technologies and this type 

of new data is not yet available in print. 

Dr Lazer is incredibly generous with sharing her work through her 

schools outreach program, as well as touring Pompeii and other 

archaeological sites with Academy Travel groups of students and 

teachers. 

In January 2019, Dr Lazer will be spending an entire week with our 

teacher professional development tour to the Cities of Vesuvius 

sites and museums around the Bay of Naples, as well as 

background lectures. The tour is expected to have around 20 

participants, so there will be ample opportununity for everyone to 

ask any questions they may have, direct to the expert. It is a 

fantastic opportunity for any teacher of Ancient History and will 

provide your HSC students with that extra assistance not available 

to everyone. 

In addition to the Bay of Naples, the tour will also visit Rome and 

has an optional extension tour to Sicily. 

If you would like to register your interest and receive a copy of the 
detailed itinerary and booking form, email your details to 
schools@academytravel.com.au or visit our website. 

 

Images from our 2014 and 2015 Rome and Cities of Vesuvius teacher 
professional development tours, which included guided tours and lectures 
with Dr Lazer, as well as the chance to engage in collegial discussions and 
enjoy the local Italian food and culture! 

 

  
The Rome and Cities of Vesuvius teacher professional development tour is running in the January 2019 school 
holidays and is only offered every 2 years. There is also an optional extension tour to the fabulous island of Sicily. 

Academy Travel is endorsed to provide NESA Registered Professional Development for teachers accredited at 
Proficient Teacher level.  

Completing this study tour program will contribute 36 hours of NESA Registered PD addressing  
2.1.2, 6.2.2, 6.3.2 from the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers towards maintaining  
Proficient Teacher Accreditation in NSW. 

In most cases, this tour will be fully tax deductible for full or part time History teachers. Please speak to your tax 
agent for professional advice. Some teachers may be able to have all or part of the tour fee subsidized by their 
school’s professional development program (letter of support available on request). 

 

mailto:schools@academytravel.com.au


 

 

PD Tour Calendar 2019 

Did you know Academy Travel is the only accredited provider of overseas study tours for teachers? That means 

participants on our PD programs receive accredited NESA hours in exciting overseas destinations!  

 

July 2019 school holidays 

• English Teachers Tour to the UK – Enhance your knowledge of 

the context of key writers and poets with visits to literary centres 

across the UK. 

• Music Teachers Tour to England and Italy – Participate in 

workshops and attend music festivals and performances on this 

tour to London, Perugia, Verona and Lucca. Contact us to receive 

a copy of the detailed itinerary and booking form. 

• History Teachers Tour to China – Travel from Beijing, through 

Xi’an and Nanjing to Shanghai to learn about China’s ancient 

beginnings, to empire, civil war and its rise as a global 

superpower. 

• Drama Teachers Tour to London, Paris and Berlin – detailed 

itinerary and bookings available soon. Email 

schools@academytravel.com.au to express your interest. 

•  

•  

 

January 2019 school holidays 

• Ancient History Teachers Tour to Rome and Bay of Naples with 

Sicily extension Explore the ancient sites and museums of Rome 

with our expert local guides. Discover the Cities of Vesuvius with 

Dr Estelle Lazer. Continue to Sicily to investigate the remains of 

Magna Grecia. 

 

September/October 2019 school holidays 

• Visual Arts Teachers Tour to Italy – Enhance your knowledge of 

the Western Art tradition with visits to key galleries in Rome and 

Florence. Continue to Venice to enjoy the contemporary works at 

the Biennale. Detailed itinerary to be released soon. 

• Dance Teachers Tour to the UK and Europe – itinerary to be 

released soon. 

To express your interest in any of these tours and to receive a copy 

of the itinerary as soon as it is available, email your details to 

schools@academytravel.com.au. 

 

http://academytravelschools.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/English-TPD_Jul19_Booklet.pdf
mailto:schools@academytravel.com.au
http://academytravelschools.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/TPDAncientItaly_Jan19_Booklet.pdf
http://academytravelschools.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/TPDAncientItaly_Jan19_Booklet.pdf

